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TH E IN T E R N A T IO N A L FR A M E W O R K

1992 : United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (1992)

• = International Treaty base for international climate policies and
present framework for climate negotiations

• Stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level
that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the
climate system

• Important principle « Common but differentiated responsibilities
and respective capabilities » with two very distinct categories:
Annex I (OECD and COMECON) and non-Annex I (all other:
developing countries)

1997 : Kyoto Protocol
• Annex I countries: absolute emission reduction targets and
commitment to collective reduce the emissions with 5% compared
to 1990 by 2008-12

• Rules based but also flexibility mechanisms (US – Russia)
• Bush administration (Senate) does not ratify and difficult path in
finding agreement for entry into force (only in 2005 with
important role EU)

• Sets the basis for the EU climate policies
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TH E IN T E R N A T IO N A L FR A M E W O R K
• 2009 COP15 Copenhagen:

• Climate Summit in a sphere of ‘mountain high’ expectations and mistrust
(‘deep as the sea’)

• Negotiations collapse in the first week
• Lack of transparency
• Process management not compatible with expected outcome
• Paradigm shift versus incremental approach

• Failure to reach a new agreement
• ‘Copenhagen Accord’ as a political statement of leaders to remain

committed. Not adopted by consensus.
• 2° Celsius objective and finance goal (100 Billion US$ yearly by 2020)
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TH E IN T E R N A T IO N A L FR A M E W O R K
2010 COP 16 Cancun:

• BE EU Presidency
• Close cooperation Mexico: regaining thrust
• Reanimating UNFCCC process
• Translating Copenhagen accord into UNFCCC decision text
•

2011 COP 17 Durban break-through with deal in 3 parts:
• Political Agreement on 2nd Commitment Period Kyoto Protocol with new

binding quantitative targets for Annex B Countries until 2020

• Agreement to launch a pre 2020 process that should lead to enhanced
ambition from all countries until 2020

• Agreement to start the negotiations for a new instrument applicable to all
countries to be completed in 2015 for entry into force from 2020 (Protocol,
legal instrument or agreed outcome with legal force)

• The origin of the high level ambition coalition
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TH E IN T E R N A T IO N A L FR A M E W O R K
2012 COP 18 Doha:

• Adoption of Doha Amendment: extension Kyoto Protocol with second
commitment period

• Russia overruled

2013 COP 19 Warsaw:
• Agreement on the concept of INDC

• Legal issue (commitment versus action)
• Top down versus bottom up
• Finding universality
• Mitigation or wider scope

2014 COP 20 Lima
� Identification of elements for Paris Agreement
� Call for action: Parties and non Party stakeholders
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ON T H E R O A D T O PA R IS

2015 
Agreement

INDCs (Intended 
nationally determined 

contributions)

Design of the elements: 
mitigation, adaptation, 

finance, technology 
development and 
transfer, capacity-

building and 
transparency of action 

and support
Pre-2020 action

Durban 2011: 
launch of new 

mandate

Warsaw 2013: 
call for 

intended 
contributions 

by March 
2015

Lima 2014: 
decision  Lima 
Call for Action 
+ elements of 

the 2015 
Agreement

Paris 2015: 
adoption of 

the 
Agreement

Process Content

A new global international binding climate agreement applicable to all 
to keep global temperature increase well below 2°C and to achieve climate resilience 
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Accord de Paris
• Article 2:

✦ (…) to strengthen the global response to the threat of 
climate change, in the context of sustainable 
development and efforts to eradicate poverty, including 
by:

• Holding the increase in the global average temperature to 
well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue 
efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above 
pre-industrial levels, recognizing that this would significantly 
reduce the risks and impacts of climate change; 

• Increasing the ability to adapt (…) and foster climate 
resilience and low greenhouse gas emissions development, 
in a manner that does not threaten food production; 

• Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient 
development
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SU B S T A N T IA L C H A L L E N G E S A T COP21 A N D
THEIR RESOLVE IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT

1. The level of ambition

• 3-fold objective:  
• i) mitigation, 
• ii) adaptation & climate resilience and 
• iii) making financial flows consistent with mitigation and adaptation objectives 

• Temperature goal of the Agreement ‘well below 2°C’ combined with ‘to 
pursue efforts’ to limit to 1,5°C’

• Mitigation objective asking for rapid emission reduction in accordance with
best available science (IPCC) and achieving climate neutrality in second 
half of this century. 

• Successive NDCs will represent a progression and reflect highest possible 
ambition

• Invitation to IPCC to provide for a report on global warming of 1,5°C by 
2018 

• Dynamic agreement with ambition cycle every 5 years in the form of a 
Global Stocktake (from 2023) and Facilitative Dialogue in 2018

• Action agenda reinforced by High Level Champions
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SU B S T A N T IA L C H A L L E N G E S A T COP21 A N D
THEIR RESOLVE IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT

2. Differentiation and superseding the binary divide between
developed and developing countries

• All Parties shall prepare, communicate and maintain NDCs
• Amending the existing formulae on differentiation by adding after common

but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities « in light of 
national circumstances »

• All Parties NDCs will represent a progression and reflect highest possible 
ambition (see concentric idea as introduced by Brasil)

• For means of implementation and finance only a soft encouragement  « other
Parties are encouraged to provide … voluntarily »  while « developed
countries shall provide financial resources »
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SU B M IS S IO N O F (I)NDC’S

• COP21: 184 INDC’s introduced by Parties, collectively accounting
for almost 95% of global emissions
• This is a major shift: 2nd commitment period Kyoto Protocol only covers 12% of global

emissions
• Countries missing: often failed states (Iraq, Libya, Eritrea, …)
• INDCs became NDCs with entry into force (presently ratification of 189 of 197)

¢ Grote diversiteit INDC’s maar wel allemaal mitigatiecomponent 
meadaptatiebeleid



Fait : Les efforts annoncés jusqu’à présent 
sont très insuffisants pour respecter les 

objec:fs de l’Accord de Paris. 

La COP26 à Glasgow devrait être l’occasion de 
relever le niveau d’ambi=on

@JPvanYpersele



Comparaison entre les émissions mondiales attendues sur 
la base des plans nationaux annoncés à la COP21 et celles 
qui permettraient de limiter le réchauffement à 2/1.5°C

UNFCCC, Aggregate effect of the intended na5onally determined contribu5ons: an update 
h>p://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2016/cop22/eng/02.pdf
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CL IM A T E N E G O T IA T IO N S S IN C E PA R IS
AG R E E M E N T

Two main issue set the tone

1. Making the Paris Agreement fully operational by agreeing the Katowice
Rulebook

� Paris Agreement generally defines principles and mandates for further
elaboration and conclusion

� Original plan: conclude the finalisation of the Rulebook at the first Meeting of the
Parties to the Paris Agreement (was expected right before 2020)

� Due to the rapid entry into force of Paris Agreement at COP22 in 2016 this had to
be revised

� Marrakesh (COP22) decides for conclusion of the rulebook by end of 2018
(COP24)

� COP24 succeeds in reaching agreement on the Katowice Rulebook Paris
Agreement

� One very important exception to this: Article 6 market mechanism and the
cooperation between Parties to achieve their emission reductions.
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CL IM A T E N E G O T IA T IO N S S IN C E PA R IS
AG R E E M E N T

2. Enhancing climate ambition
¢ Central feature of Paris Agreement: 5 YEAR AMBITION CYCLE
-> Global Stocktake of Paris Agreement (Art 14 Paris Agreement)
-> Concept: science based input, technical preparations, political phase to be followed
by new NDCs (in 2025, 2030, …)
-> Invitation to communicate Long term strategies (LEDS)

¢ GST only starts in 2023 (and every 5 year thereafter): need for similar arrangement
prior to this
-> Solution: Paris Agreement decision to have in 2018 a ‘Facilitative Dialogue’
(branded as ‘Talanoa Dialogue’ by Fiji)
-> invitation to IPCC to present Special Report on Global Warming of 1,5°C
(reduce global emission with 45% by 2030 compared to 2010)

¢ Since then building up on enhancing ambition (UN SG Summit 2019, Greta
Thunberg, race to zero initiatives, …)

¢ At the focus of climate diplomacy and external dimension of EU Green Deal

¢ Originally Parties expected to present new or updated NDC in 2020
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CL IM A T E N E G O T IA T IO N S S IN C E PA R IS
AG R E E M E N T

Preparing for COP26 in Glasgow: UK decided to postpone with 1 year and so
only in November 2021

4 Broad workstreams
i) Enhancing national ambition in NDCs and LTS

¢ EU NDC ‘at least 55%’ and decision for climate neutral EU
¢ Other major economies are speeding up China; South Korea, Canada, …
¢ US President Biden: decided immediately after to rejoin Paris Agreement and 

decided for Climate Ambition Summit on 22 April

ii) Finalising the rulebook

iii) Upcoming mandates: new Climate Finance goal by 2025, adaptation …

iv) Climate campaigns: energy transition, transport, nature based solutions, climate 
resilience and adaptation, sustainable finance -> coalitions of the willing to spur 
transition and gain political momentum



Disponible gratuitement, 6X/an: www.plateforme-wallonne-giec.be

Ecrit pour les 
jeunes (et moins 
jeunes), avec des 
liens vers des 
ressources uAles 

http://www.plateforme-wallonne-giec.be/Lettre


Disponible gratuitement, 6X/an: www.plateforme-wallonne-giec.be

Une des LeDres 
de la Plateforme 
Wallonne pour le 
GIEC (que 
j’anime) 
consacrées aux 
COPs

http://www.plateforme-wallonne-giec.be/Lettre


Pour en savoir plus:

Je vous invite à lire 
mon livre !

Publié chez De Boeck 
supérieur



Bij EPO (2018)

Voorwoord:
Jill Peeters





Gratuit sur
www.levif.be/reveil-climatique



Gratis op
www.knack.be/klimaatalarm
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WISTEN.

DIRK DRAULANS 
(1956) is bioloog, doctor in 
de wetenschappen en was 
gastonderzoeker aan  
de University of Oxford. 
Sinds 1987 is hij journalist  
bij Knack.

JEAN-PASCAL 
VAN YPERSELE (1957)  
is fysicus en klimatoloog.  
Hij is hoogleraar klimatologie 
en milieuwetenschappen  
aan de UCLouvain en was 
ondervoorzitter van het  
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC).

 

BIJLAGE BIJ KNACK VAN 16 SEPTEMBER 2020. MAG NIET LOS VERKOCHT WORDEN.



Excellente ressource
(7 mai 2018) :

Disponible sur :
www.naacp.org



Jean-Pascal van Ypersele 
(vanyp@climate.be)

Pour en savoir plus :

! www.ipcc.ch : GIEC ou IPCC
! www.climate.be/vanyp : beaucoup de mes dias
! www.plateforme-wallonne-giec.be : Plateforme wallonne pour 

le GIEC (e.a., Lettre d’information) 
! www.my2050.be : calculateur de scénarios 
! www.skepticalscience.com : réponses aux semeurs de doute
! Sur Twitter: @JPvanYpersele

@IPCC_CH

http://www.ipcc.ch/
http://www.climate.be/vanyp
http://www.plateforme-wallonne-giec.be
http://www.my2050.be
http://www.skepticalscience.com


Jean-Pascal van Ypersele 
(vanyp@climate.be)

Pour en savoir plus :
! www.climate.be/vanyp : mes dias (sous 

« conferences »
! Ma lettre pour Greta sur www.lemonde.fr

(1-10-2019) et sur www.climate.be/vanyp
! Mon essai: www.levif.be/reveil-climatique

! Sur Twitter: @JPvanYpersele
@IPCC_CH

http://www.climate.be/vanyp
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2019/10/01/jean-pascal-van-ypersele-greta-derange-comme-la-verite_6013798_3232.html
http://www.climate.be/vanyp
http://www.levif.be/reveil-climatique
http://www.twitter.com/JPvanYpersele
http://www.twitter.com/IPCC_CH

