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« Getting started with the SDGs in universities » (1)

• 1. Why the SDGs matter to universities
– 1.1 What are the SDGs?
– 1.2 The case for university engagement in the SDGs

• 2. How universities can contribute to the SDGs
– 2.1 Learning and teaching
– 2.2 Research
– 2.3 Organisational governance, culture and operations of the university
– 2.4 External leadership
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« Getting started with the SDGs in universities » (2)
• 3. The SDG-engaged university

– 3.1 Step 1: Map what you are already doing
– 3.2 Step 2: Build capacity and ownership of the SDGs
– 3.3 Step 3: Identify priorities, opportunities and gaps
– 3.4 Step 4: Integrate, implement and embed
– 3.5 Step 5: Monitor, evaluate and communicate

• 4. Tools and guidance for SDG integration
– 4.1 Mapping university contributions to the SDGs
– 4.2 Running a stakeholder engagement workshop
– 4.3 Building the business case for university engagement
– 4.4 The University Commitment to the SDGs
– 4.5 Managing interlinkages
– 4.6 Reporting on SDG contributions
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The case for university
engagement with
the SDGs

Source: « Getting started… »(2017)



Overview of university contributions to SDGs
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SDG 4: Quality Education
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Calls for
« inclusive and equitable
quality education and 
promot[ing] lifelong learning
opportunities for all. »



SDG 4 targets relating directly to 
learning & teaching

• 4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all 
women and men to affordable and quality
technical, vocational and tertiary education, 
including university

• 4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the 
number of youth and adults who have 
relevant skills, including technical and 
vocational skills, for employment, decent
jobs and entrepreneurship
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SDG 4 targets relating directly to 
learning & teaching

• 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and 
ensure equal access to all levels of education (…) for the 
vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous
peoples and children in vulnerable situations

• 4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the 
knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable
development, including, among others, through education
for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of 
peace and non-violence, global citizenship and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s
contribution to sustainable development
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SDG 4 targets relating directly to learning & teaching
• 4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, 

disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, 
inclusive and effective learning environments for all

• 4.b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of 
scholarships available to developing countries (…) for 
enrolment in higher education, (…) in developed countries and 
other developing countries

• 4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified
teachers, including through international cooperation for 
teacher training in developing countries, (…)
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SDG 4: What can universities do 
• Provide students with the knowledge, skills, and 

motivation to understand and address the 
challenges of the SDGs

• Empower and mobilise young people
• Provide in-depth academic or vocational training 

to implement SDG solutions
• Enhance opportunities for capacity building of 

students and professionals from developing
countries to address challenges relating to the 
SDGs
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Research
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Research: What can universities do (1) 

• Encourage and promote the SDGs as a topic of 
research within the university

• Support the full spectrum of research approaches
needed to address the SDGs, including
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research

• Support and incubate innovation for sustainable
development solutions
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Research: What can universities do (2) 
• Actively support national and local implementation

of the SDGs
• Advocate for national support and coordination of 

research on the SDGs
• Support capacity building for developing countries 

to undertake and use research on the SDGs
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ORGANISATIONAL GOVERNANCE, CULTURE 

AND OPERATIONS OF THE UNIVERSITY
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External Leadership: What can
universities do?

• Strengthen public engagement and 
participation in addressing the SDGs

• Initiate and facilitate cross-sectoral dialogue 
and action on SDG implementation

• Play a lead role in policy development and 
advocacy for sustainable development

• Demonstrate the importance of the university
sector in SDG implementation

• Demonstrate university sector commitment to 
the SDGs @JPvanYpersele
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SDG integration process
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Template cross-university
SDG workshop
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(UNEP, 2014, 
Available on www.UNenvironment.org)



Core set of environmental performance 
indicators for universities

(recommended by the UNEP toolkit)
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Les 17 Objectifs de Développement Durable, adoptés par l’ONU en septembre 2015
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Pour en savoir plus :
❚ www.ipcc.ch : GIEC ou IPCC
❚ www.climate.be/vanyp : beaucoup de mes dias
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wallonne pour le GIEC (e.a., Lettre d’information) 
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