
“Reporting the results of the IPCC Fourth Assessment”, Moscow, 10 July 2008

 

Credits: many slides borrowed with gratitude from IPCC colleagues:
RK Pachauri, S. Solomon, J. Palutikof, J. Stone…
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2IPCC

The work of the IPCC is guided by the mandate 
given to it in 1988 by its parent organisations: the 
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and 

the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP)

Its role is to assess on a comprehensive, objective, 
open and transparent basis the scientific, technical 

and socio-economic information relevant to 
understanding the scientific basis of climate change, its 

potential impacts and options for adaptation and 
mitigation
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Role of IPCCRole of IPCC

"The IPCC does not carry out research nor "The IPCC does not carry out research nor 
does it monitor climate related data or other does it monitor climate related data or other 
relevant parameters. It bases its assessment relevant parameters. It bases its assessment 
mainly on peer reviewed and published mainly on peer reviewed and published 
scientific/technical literature."scientific/technical literature."

(source: www.ipcc.ch)
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(source: www.ipcc.ch)
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Ultimate objective (Article 2):

'...stabilization of greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere 
at a level that would prevent
dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate 
system. 

Such a level should be achieved 
within a time frame sufficient 
- to allow ecosystems to adapt 
naturally to climate change, 
- to ensure  that food production is 
not threatened and 
- to enable economic development
to proceed in a sustainable
manner.'

(technologies, lifestyles, 
policy instruments)

Emissions pathways
(biogeochemical cycles)

Critical Levels 
(global temperature 

/ radiative forcing)
Critical Limits
(regional climate changes)
Key Vulnerabilities 
(socioeconomic factors)
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The assessments carried out by the IPCC 
have influenced global action 

on an unprecedented scale

1. First Assessment Report (1990) had a major 
impact in defining the content of the UNFCCC

2. The Second Assessment Report (1996) was largely 
influential in defining the provisions of the Kyoto Protocol

3. The Third Assessment Report (2001) focused attention on 
the impacts of climate change and the need for adaptation

4. The Fourth Assessment Report (2007) is creating a strong 
basis for a post Kyoto Protocol agreement
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Source:  IPCC, AR4 (2007)

NB: écart par rapport à la moyenne 1980-1999
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IPCC

Note: estimates do not include non-technical options, such as lifestyle changes.
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References to the IPCC in the Bali Action Plan 
(December 2007)

“Responding to the findings of the Fourth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that warming of the 
climate system is unequivocal, and that delay in reducing emissions 
significantly constrains opportunities to achieve lower stabilization 
levels and increases the risk of more severe climate change impacts”

“[…] urgent and immediate needs of developing countries that are 
particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, 
especially the least developed countries and small island developing 
States, and further taking into account the needs of countries in Africa 
affected by drought, desertification and floods”

“[…] emphasizing the urgency to address climate change as indicated 
in the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change”
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• The science is now 
well established.

• The political 
engagement is stronger.

• Climate change is 
more than an 
environmental issue

• The IPCC no longer 
has the stage to itself.
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Picture: UNICEF
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